3i2           THE KILLING OF THE DIVINE KING        CHAP.
earth, and thereby a noise like that of thunder is produced.
When this happens, people believe that a great king or a holy
saint whose merit has been exhausted is going to be born on
earth. The sight of a shooting-star should be kept secret.
In the Deccan it is held to indicate the death of a chaste
woman or a good man. It is also said that the stars descend
to the earth in human form when sins accumulate in the
celestial world. The influence of meteors on human affairs
is treated at length in the Varahasanhita. The phenomenon
is popularly regarded as an evil omen : it is supposed to por-
tend devastation by fire, an earthquake, a famine, an epidemic,
danger from thieves, and storms at sea. The appearance of a
bright shooting-star is supposed to foretell the death of some
great man ; and on beholding one, it is customary to repeat
the words ' Ram, Ram ' several times. A shower of meteors
is believed to presage some civil commotion or a change in the
ruling dynasties." x This last belief presents some analogy
to the omen which, at certain times, the Spartans drew from
the appearance of falling stars.
Among the Kai of Northern New Guinea, some people
think that meteors are the souls of men who have been
done to death by a magician, and are now seeking out the
village where the wicked magician lives in order to reveal his
identity to their friends and kinsfolk. Others are of the
opinion that meteors are the souls of living persons who are
now going with torches to the villages where the enchanters
live. Others say that stars simply fall from the sky like fruit
from a tree. Hence when they see a star falling, to prevent
its fall from producing, by sympathetic magic, the falling out
of their teeth, they spit, saying " O Star ! " 2 The Bukaua,
another tribe of Northern New Guinea, think that the falling
of a star is an omen of bad luck, and the taro plants that are
touched by a falling star will put forth no tubers. Hence
at the sight of a meteor they spit and cry out: " O falling
star, go and spoil the taro of a bad man.113
" A shooting-star is to the savage of New Britain a thing
of fear.    On Duke of York group it is called a wirua.    Now
1 R. E. Enthoven, The Folklore of        2 R.     Neuhauss,     Deutsch   Neu-
Bombay, pp. 70 sqg., who gives more     Guinea, iii. 159 sqt
evidence on the subject,                             a R. Neuhauss, op. cit. iii. 432.